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Children of War special report

Ukrainian children’s
respite from conflict

Villagers host visiting youngsters as part of national trip

By DANIELLE LAPPIN

newsq co.uk

A LOCAL group has provid-
ed 25 children from war-torn
Ukraine “an escape from it
all” during a trip to Scot-
land.

The Arrochar and Tarbet Com-
munity Development Trust invited
the children - many of whom were
orphans - to the Three Villages
Hall for lunch and a trip on a boat
on Loch Lomond.

Dr Maria Jemicz, director of
the trust, heard the children were
paying a visit to Scotland through
friends who are also part of the
Ukrainian community in Edin-
burgh and knew that the trust
could help.

She said: “I am a member of the
club in Edinburgh as my father
was Ukrainian and I like to stay in
touch with my roots. I have a sum-
mer house over there and I go over

to teach English.

“The trip organiser Bohdan Nas-
tiuk and his wife contacted me and
after hearing the story I was keen
to help.”

All 25 of the children who visited
Arrochar were from the war zone
in Ukraine and they all lost their
fathers as a result of the conflict.

The trip to Scotland was the first
of its kind and organiser Bohdan
was keen to see the children get the
opportunity to get away from it all
for a little while.

He said: “My parents were
Ukrainian and so is my wife we
know the situation over there and
we wanted to get the children away.
They are only kids, they didn't
cause anything and have nothing
to do with the politics.”

The children are visiting Scot-
land for 10 days and staying with
foster families across the country
The aim of the trip was to get to
help get the children’s minds away
from losing a parent and show

them that war wasn’t eve-
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rything.

All the children were
between 10 and 15 years of
age and were loving their
time in Scotland.

One of the boys, Denys
Bilichevko, 15, told of his
experiences so far.

He told The Advertiser:
“It is my first time here; it
is a very beautiful country.
Seeing the nature has been
great.

“I was so excited to come
and it was great to get the
opportunity, the other kids
are all great and it's been
fun.

“Every day is exciting

and I can’t wait for the
| boat trip, I'd love to come
back someday, it's beauti-
ful.”

The children on the trip
came from all over the
country and most didn’t
know the others before-
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hand. They are staying with foster
parents in pairs and Bohdan ex-
plained that it has been great to see
them come out of their shells.

He said: “They arrived on Sat-
urday and I picked them up at the
airport, getting them to open up to
myself and their foster parents was
hard but they have opened up now
they have been there a while.”

The children on the trip were
selected by a charity in Ukraine
which has inspired Bohdan and his
wife to try and set up a charity here
called Children of War, to make
trips like this a regular occurrence.

He said; “Children of War is a
charity we are in the process of
setting up and trips like these are
something we would like to con-
tinue. So far everything on this one
has gone to plan, a few little hic-
cups but that’s to be expected. Even
the weather has been great for us.”

Maria, was delighted with how
everything had gone, and that the
trust was able to help.

She added: “It's been fantas-
tic, the children are great and
we couldn’t have asked for batter

B Organiser Bohdan Nastiuk

weather. Travel broadens the mind,
as they say, and hopefully this has
let the children see how people feel
about them and creates interna-
tional connections.

“Just them getting up in the
morning and not having to worry
is great. I think it’s a great experi-
ence for them.”

Volunteers were on hand to offer
their services and help to make the
day run so smoothly. Two volun-
teers from the Arrochar GP Prac-
tice were on hand to help in any
way that they could.

Angela McKell, a nurse manager,
and Jean Cearns, practice manag-
er, run a youth group and wanted to
see how the day went as the group
are looking to volunteer with pro-
jects like that one.

Jean said: “This has been a
fabulous opportunity for us to get
involved and for the town to show-
case the area and what we have.”

The trust thanked Cruise Loch
Lomond, Melanie Tonks, Rhona
McFarlane and Chris Fowler for
their support.
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H Stopping for some lunch

H Enjoying some lunch

H Denys Bilichevko




